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Believe; Belong; Become:

Dear parents and carers,

Welcome back! | hope that you all enjoyed the summer break and that the children are feeling
refreshed and ready for the new school year. It is a very exciting time for the children as they start their
next learning journey and | am looking forward to welcoming the children into Squirrel Class as Year 1
and 2.

Our key question over the next few weeks is ‘How can we show compassion to everyone?’' which we
will explore across our curriculum and in particular, throughout PSHE followed by ‘How are animails
suited to their habitats?’ which will explore through Science.

In English we will be reading Beegu by Alexis Deacon and using it to help us sentences, remembering
to use a capital letter, finger spaces and full stops, describe how Beegu feels and write a persuasive
letter to the school teacher in the story. We will then move on to The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith
Kerr to compare animal and human diet, explore food chains and food groups along with animal
habitats.

In Maths we will all be starting with place value and working on our fluency through mastering number.

For further information on our curriculum this year please look at the Squirrel class page on the school
website.

The rest of this letter provides you with some information that you will find useful for the term ahead.

Routines:

Please ensure that your child checks that they have the following each day:

e A water bottle that can be filled up from the classroom tap.

e Their reading book and reading diary

e There is no need to bring in a rucksack or large bag into school as we do not have space in the
cloakroom area. Please continue to bring your child’s book bag which we will keep in clear
boxes in the classroom.

e Please could your child bring a waterproof coat into school every day, especially as the weather
tends to deteriorate during autumn and the onset of winter.

e [fitis due to be asunny day in September could your child bring in a hat and have an
application of sun cream.

e Your child should be wearing the correct uniform as specified in the uniform policy on the school
website.

PE days
We will have our PE lesson on Monday and Wednesday. The children will need to come to school

dressed appropriately without having the need of a separate PE kit bag left in school.

Devon County Council requires that jewellery, including earrings and studs, be removed for P.E. and
related activities for health and safety reasons.

Home Learning
Home learning is an important part of your child’s education. The home learning set will be planned
to reinforce the work being covered in class. Each week home learning activities are set on a Friday.




We will be using Ed Shed for spelling homework. Please see the Spelling Shed and
Numbots/TTRockstars letters attached which details how to access the site. Your child’s log in and
password is stuck into the front of their reading diary. If you are finding it difficult to access these
resources please let me know.

Year 1 and 2 Spellings

A list of spellings are given out every week based on the national curriculum or particular spelling
strategies being learnt in class that week. | then test the children on these spellings the following Friday.
We will be regularly learning, practising and testing these words so that they become completely
intfernalised by the child. Children should be able to apply their spellings to their own written work and
not just in anisolated test. Spelling lists are stuck into the reading diary every Friday and the supporting
spelling rule is set on Spelling Shed to support your child’s spelling practice.

Times Tables

Children should learn their table facts (2, 5 and 10 for Year 2) as often as possible, through recall,
counting up and back in that multiple and, when confident, learning any corresponding division facts.
Every child in Year 2 has been registered onto Times Tables Rock Stars and will be given a login and
password again so that they can practise their times tables at home. Children in Year 1 should focus
on number fluency through Numbofs.

Daily Reading

Your child will continue to bring home their phonics reading books to share with you. | would like to
take this opportunity to stress how important it is that you read with your child for 10-15 minutes each
day, then sign the reading diary and make any necessary comments. We check the diaries on a daily
basis. It is very beneficial for your child to read to an adult regularly which will build their knowledge of
different words and help them gain confidence with their reading. Please ensure that you discuss their
understanding of the text. We have aregular reading raffle in school in which children who have been
reading regularly at home are entered to win a book. We also have a class reading challenge where
children gain certificates for their reading efforts and a prize at the end of each half term.

Snack
Year 1 and 2 children are provided with a healthy snack daily just before break time as this is funded
by the government for all children in KST1.

As always, | believe in an ‘open door policy’, so please feel free to come into the classroom in the
morning as the children settle into their morning task.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns or questions.
Many thanks,

Miss Johnstone
Squirrel Class Teacher



