
Friday 6th February  2026 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

This week I have been doing my regular attendance monitoring and I am delighted to say that I have given out 
certificates to 15 children whose attendance was either at 100% or 99.5% for the whole of this year so far.   

Getting to school in good time ensures that the children start their day without fluster or anxiety. The gate should be 
shut at 9.00am so please may I politely ask that all children arrive at school in time to be in their classrooms by 
9.00am.  It reduces worry and ensures that no learning time is lost.  If you do arrive late to school and your child 
needs to have a school lunch, please could you let us know as soon as possible so we can make sure we have enough 
for everyone.  

I know that one reason children may be late to school is that the carpark can be such a nightmare in the morning.  I 
would like to assess how many people might be keen to use a���7�<�Y�X�Q�[�O�����k�h.  This could start at Station Road carpark 
and would hopefully reduce the congestion in the school carpark.  Please could you respond using this form: 
https://forms.gle/QbZFXVjkhTwhqQt48 

Many thanks to the PTFA for organising a fundraising event to purchase a polytunnel and other resources for growing 
our own vegetables in the Summer.  Please see the poster at the end of the newsletter.  Every child will be given £2  
and challenged to grow it into more money using their creativity and great ideas! Money raised by children will be 
collected by Friday 27th February - it will be added up in house groups so you can use your child's house QR code for 
online payments (see the office if you child is unsure)! Please make sure any cash is placed in a sealed envelope with 
your child’s name and house written on the envelope and hand it into the office or class teacher. 

Children can fundraise in any way they choose — from washing cars to sponsored activities and events, cake sales to 
odd jobs at home!  The house that raises the most money will WIN a prize!  All money raised will go towards creating 
a fantastic school growing area, including a polytunnel, raised beds, grow bags, seeds and gardening equipmentThis 
will help our children learn about growing food, caring for the environment, and healthy living. If you'd rather not 
take part. Just hand your envelope back to your child's class teacher. 

Many thanks to Gabbie Chant for becoming our parent representative for a �/�Z�<�g�j�d�P�]�[�I�����g�I�I���
�P�Q�Y�G�P�]�]�G.  If you 
haven’t done so already, please fill in the form so she can gauge interest. https://forms.gle/vQSJBSZ8YJ88Q2qn8 

Finally, I would like to congratulate our wonderful Youth Speaks teams for taking part in this year’s Rotary Club 
competition.  We entered three teams who spoke so eloquently about their specialist topics, it was hard for the 
judges to choose between them.  Imogen, Jack and Thomas went through to the next round held in Barnstaple today 
and engaged everyone with their astonishing knowledge of the White Sea Eagles on Exmoor.  They really made us 
proud!  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Best wishes,  

 
Lully Newman 
Headteacher 
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���Q�I�Y�G�Z�Q�E�I���<�[�G�����I�G�O�I�P�]�O���
�Y�<�h�h���ŸWe have continued to enjoy a range of traditional tales and activities 
associated with these, including investigating which material would be best to make a waterproof roof 
for the Gingerbread Man’s house.  In phonics we have been continuing our reading of short stories and I 
have been amazed at how well our fluency is building up and how well we can read in partners.  In 
science we have been thinking about how seeds grow into plants and have started an investigation into 
growing seeds in water.  In maths we have been concentrating on composition - how numbers are made 
up of smaller numbers - particularly looking at how 6 and 7 are 5 plus a bit more. 

�/�f�k�Q�g�g�I�Y���
�Y�<�h�h��have been working really hard to include interesting verbs in their stories this week and 

have thought carefully about making their writing more interesting to the reader. In Maths Year 2 are 

working on multiplication and Year 1 and working hard on addition and subtraction facts. We have been 



supporting each other in team games to practice fluency and recall in Maths as well as increased 

independence using the helpdesks to support our learning. In science we have been looking at materials 

all around us and testing their properties. 
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���]�r���
�Y�<�h�h have been writing their own versions of Flotsam. We have had an exciting few weeks of exploring 
the wordless book. I have been very pleased with the exciting vocabulary that Fox class have been choosing 
to use in their writing. Fox class have also shown perseverance in completing their tests this week. We have 
also had our first visitor to tell us about their job. Fox class really enjoyed learning about what it takes to be 
a nurse and they are looking forward to our next visitor.  

�/�j�<�O���
�Y�<�h�h have been getting stuck into writing some mini Wind in the Willows stories. We have loved 
reading the book over the last couple of months and have enjoyed all of the adventures that the creatures 
have found themselves on. Stags have really impressed me with the wonderful use of language they have 
been showing in their writing and I have been blown away by how well they have done using colons and 
semi-colons in their narratives to add detail and improve the flow. In maths we have looked at both 
fractions and decimals so please do quiz them at home and help to show them how fractions and decimals 
are used in the real world! 
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�$�h�Q�<�[���Q�[�����I�G�O�I�P�]�O���
�Y�<�h�h����
Osian has really impressed me with his attitude in writing this week.  Osian takes his time and makes sure 
that every letter is correctly formed and sitting on the line.  Osian has also been a great friend in the 
construction area, building everything from Police stations, to houses for his cat, including power cables 
and light sources. Well done Osian! 
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�Y�<�h�h  
Rona has been a star this week, especially with her speaking in full sentences.  Rona speaks clearly and 
expresses her feelings.  Rona also explains her learning, in particular in maths.  I’m very proud of Rona, 
Well done! 
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This week we have been really impressed with the progress Charlie has made so far in Year 1. I was so 
impressed with Charlie’s story writing this week, not just because his stamina for writing has improved so 
much, but he uses his phonics to help him with his spelling and has become much more independent 
getting resources. In reading Charlie has become much more confident in partner reading and is 
demonstrating a good understanding of the books he has read. 
 
���I�h�h�I���Q�[���/�f�k�Q�g�g�I�Y���
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This week we have been really impressed with how Jesse has used his immense vocabulary to introduce 
new words to the class as we build our lists of interesting verbs to use in our writing. In his cold writing 
task about a dragon he included similes which impressed us so much Mrs Newman she took him down to 
Key Stage 2 to read his impressive work. He listens carefully to feedback and has an great memory for 
spelling longer words. We are really looking forward to reading more of your stories in the future. 
 
�.�]�[���Q�[�����]�r���
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For his progress in writing. Your increased motivation and independence have truly impressed both me 
and Mrs Brainch. Additionally, your enthusiasm for reading at home is absolutely fabulous! Keep up the 
fantastic work, Ron. Your efforts are paving the way for even greater achievements. Remember, every 
word you write and every book you read brings you closer to your goals. We are so proud of you and 
excited to see what you will accomplish next! 
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For his motivation and perseverance to do well in his tests. Joseph really impressed Ms Brainch with the 
way that Joseph has been taking his tests so seriously. He was determined to independently complete 
them. I am really proud of how much you are beginning to challenge yourself.  
��
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Brayden is doing a fantastic job of becoming more independent this year and has really impressed me 
with his can-do attitude. Not only will he give everything a go, even if it is something that he finds 
difficult, he will show great determination to keep working at it until he gets it right. It is really lovely to 
see the pride that he is now taking in his work and I hope he can keep this up as it is such a valuable skill 
to learn. I am so proud of how he is doing. 
 
�/�s�Y�p�Q�I���Q�[���/�j�<�O���
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Sylvie is a simply wonderful student to teach and is the type of person who makes our class a better place 
to be. She is incredibly kind to all of those around her and a real team player as she will try and get 
everyone involved as well as doing her own part to the best of her ability. I have been so impressed with 
how hard she has worked on her writing over the last week: pouring over every detail to try and make it 
the best she possibly can. I am so thankful for having her in my class and look forward to seeing what else 
she will achieve this year. 
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